
14th January 2021 

Glossop Midco Half Marathon 
13.1 miles, 1,000 feet of ascent, 1 lap. Years Active 1983 to 1988. 

Information courtesy of Nev McGraw and Tony Hillier… 

Stuart Robertson who was a director at Midco Builders Merchants at Woolley Bridge, a runner 
himself, sponsored and staged this great event.  First held in May 1983, High Street West was closed 
for the Sunday morning 

That year the race was won by legendary former Olympian and fell runner Jeff Norman in 1:05:26.   
Mike Prady, of the newly formed Glossopdale Harriers was 17th 1:14:49, followed by Dave Ibbetson a 
few seconds later. 

The 1986 MIDCO half marathon was rated the 4th best race in UK, coming in behind Derby & London 
Marathons for organisation etc. 

Glossopdale Harriers officially took over the organisation of the race in 1987, with Andy Trigg 
managing a fantastic Glossopdale best of 1:11:00, but in the absence of the results, it’s unclear if 
that was enough to win the race. 

Attached are results from 1988, which was to be the last Midco version of the Half Marathon.  From 
1989 however, it was replaced with “The Glossop Half Marathon” on a different route (see separate 
route description). 

The route starts on High Street West by Norfolk Square, making its way westward along the A57.  At 
Woolley Bridge roundabout the route turns along Woolley Bridge Road and up Brosscroft, before 
turning for the long pull up Padfield Main Road.   Turn left on the B6105 Woodhead Road as 
continue far as Reaps Farm, and cross Torside Dam.  Climb up onto the A628 Woodhead Pass and 
head for Tintwistle, taking New Road before re-joining the outbound route at the bottom of Station 
Road.  Turn back along Woolley Bridge Road and retrace your steps up High Street West.  To finish, 
turn onto Victoria Street and into Smith Fold, where the finish line was somewhere near the 
entrance to what is today, Marks & Spencer’s Car Park.  

 



 



 

 



 


